Helping students achieve their dreams......
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THE IMPERIAL VALLEY COLLEGE
FOUNDATION

This past year, the [VC Foundation had many modest, but fulfilling
achievements. The Gala Dinner Theater had a record attendance and
the launching of its new Membership Program gained the College and
the Foundation many new friends.

Thanks to the enthusiasm and generosity of faculty, staff and
community leaders, the Membership drive raised $65,600 in both
cash donations and gifts-in-kind. In addition, approximately $47,000
was donated specifically for the scholarship fund by individuals and
cvic groups from throughout Impenial Valley. And, last, but certainly
not least, supporters of Measure Q donated $18,554 to help the
Foundation/Friends of IVC Committee with campaign expenses. Your
support made the difference.

Grace Sesma, Foundation Director

You're invited to help the Foundation continue to help students achieve their dreams! Your tax deductible
contribution can be designated to those areas that are of specific concern to you and your family. Or you can
make your donation directly to our Greatest Needs Fund which is used to underwrite the cost of the things
most needed by IVC, as determined by the Foundation Board of Trustees. For more information on joining
the Foundation and on gift giving programs such as memorials, bequests, or endowment funds, please call

the IVC Foundation Office at 355-6113.
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Total amount awarded to students....$51,086.34
Number of scholarships awarded.................

Elementary School Field Trip
Program Awarded.............coccevrevennn. $4,000.00

Number of students in program..................

Grace A. Sesma
Development Director
Imperial Valley College Foundation
F. 0. Box 158
Imperial, CA 92251

(760) 355-6113
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Imperial Valley College welcomes you and wishes to take this op-

portunity to congratulate you on your decision to accept the chal-

lenge of further education. This catalog is your guide to and through

this college and the many educational programs which it offers. In it
i you will find the information which you must have to succeed. In it
also are those rules and regulations which govern not only the col-
lege, but you, the student, as well. It is your obligation to become
thoroughly familiar with its contents. It has been prepared with your
success in mind!

ANNOUNCEMENT OF COURSES

IMPERIAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
P.O. BOX 158
Highway 111 and Aten Road
IMPERIAL, CALIFORNIA 92251-0158
Phone (760) 352-8320
IMPERIAL COUNTY
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IMPERIAL VALLEY COLLEGE
1998 - 1999 SCHOOL CALENDAR
Monday Faculty Service Day (Orientation)
Tuesday Fall Semester Classes Begin
Monday Holiday (Labor Day)
Friday Holiday (Veteran’s Day)
mursday Recess (Thanksgiving)
Friday Recess (Thanksgiving)
M'onday Final Exams Begin
Friday Last Day of Final Exams
Monday First Day of Winter Recess (Christmas)
Last Day of Winter Recess (Christmas)

Monday-Friday Flex Week (No Classes)
Monday Holiday (King’s Birthday)
Tuesday Spring Semester Classes Begin
Friday Holiday (Lincoln’s Birthday)
Monday Holiday (Washington’s Birthday)
kaursday Non Instructional Day
Friday Holiday (Good Friday)
Mf)nday First Day of Spring Recess
Friday Last Day of Spring Recess
Mpnday Final Exams Begin
Friday Last Day of Final Exams
Saturday Graduation (Faculty Service Day)
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THE COLLEGE

LOCATION

The Imperial Valley College is located in Imperial Valley, long
recognized as one of the richest, most productive agriculral regions
in the country. The mild, delightful winters have made the region
attractive to tourists and helped it to become an outstanding
recreational region.

The campus is located on a 160 acre site at the intersection of
Highway 111 and Aten Road. This location is in the heart of Imperial
County and is within reasonable commuting distance of all of the
cities of the Valley.

HISTORY OF IMPERIAL VALLEY COLLEGE

The Imperial Valley College is an integral part of the public school
system of California and functions as a public community coliege for
lower-division college work.

It had its beginning on May 9, 1922, when the Board of Trustees of
the Central Union High School District of El Centro passed a
resolution establishing the Central Junior College. This institution
formally opened for instruction in September, 1922,

Two years later, in the fall of 1924, the Brawley Union High School
District opened classes at the Brawley Junior College.

Enrollments increased in both schools until the war years, when
attendance dropped sharply. Brawley Junior College was forced, by
lack of atiendance, to discontinue classes at the close of the 1947
school year.

The Associate in Arts degree was first conferred by Central Junior
College in 1934.

In the fall of 1951, students, in cooperation with the administration
and faculty, petitioned the Board of Trusiees for a more
representative name for the college, for it was now serving students
from all of the Imperial Valley. By action of the Board, the name was
officially changed to Imperial Valley College.

The school, under the administration of the Central Union High
School District, gained recognition as an accredited institution of
higher education. As the institution grew with the community, this
growth was reflected in the steady rise in enrollment and in the
diversity of courses and curricula that was offered.

The extended-day program, which offered regular college classes at
night, was initiated on a limited basis in 1952, Its rapid growth served
to enlarge the service of the college to the community.

A recommendation that such a county-wide community college
district be established in Imperial County was submitted to the State
Department of Education and was approved on July 10, 1959. The
County Superintendent of Schools then set a date for an election at
which all qualified voters residing within the boundaries of the seven
high school and unified school districts were eligible to vote. The
election was held on October 6, 1959; and by an overwhelming
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vote of twelve to one, the Imperial Valiey Junior College District was
established. This was followed by the election of the members of the
Junior Coliege District Board of Trustees, one of whom comes from
each of the seven high school or unified school districts represented in
the area served by the Imperial Junior College District.

This District includes all of Imperial County except a small area in the
northwest comer of the County which is a part of the Coachella
Valley Community College District.

Because of the increase in enrollment at both Central Union High
School and the Imperial Valley College, and because of the lack of
space on the campus of the Central Union High School in El Centro,
the Imperial Valley College moved to temporary quarters erected on
the campus of the Imperial Valley Union High School in Imperial,
California.

On October 4, 1960, an all-time state record was set by the people of
Imperial County when they voted thirteen to one in favor of bonds to
finance the building of a new campus.

The Board of Trustees selected a nationally known architectural firm
to plan the new buildings, and a 160 acre site which met the criteria
recommended by the Citizens’ Committee was selected for the new

campus.

On January 13, 1971, the Board of Trustees changed the name of the
District to Imperial Community College District in order to further
emphasize the close relationship the college has with its service area.

FACILITIES

On October 29, 1961, an impressive ground-breaking service was
held for the new campus. Board members manned giant earth-moving
equipment to break ground for the project. The new buildings
included a library, science laboratories, fine arts rooms, student
activities building, academic classrooms, administration and faculty
offices, social science rooms, physical education shower and locker
rooms, and agricultural education classrooms and shop. The new
campus opened in 1962,

A steady growth pattern began in April of 1967 with the addition of
the multipurpose building. The building was designed to house
sporting and theater events, and was comparable to any such
community college structure in the State, Three other projects
followed which were completed through community donations: The
Janey Jackson Memorial Fountain, 1969; the renovation of the
Holtville Train Depot, located in the cactus garden, 1971; and the
Meyer Center for Business and Commerce. The Meyer Center was
dedicated February 20, 1972, at ceremonies commemorating the S0th
anniversary of the Imperial Community College District. Also
recognized the same day was the opening of the archaeological
museum at 442 Main Street in El Centro in buildings donated by H. P.
Meyer and the new agriculture-welding complex. The museum was
later named the Barker Museum, honoring Michael Barker, deceased.
Mr. Barker was an IVC archaeology instructor.

Other building projects which followed were: Associated Students
Activities Building, 1971; the new Library/ Media Center, 1975,
which was later named the Spencer Library Media Center, honoring
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Terrel Spencer, President Emeritus; the swimming pool complex,
1975; remodeling of the Swdent Union and the cafeteria into the
College Center complex, 1977; and the preschool, 1981, which was
constructed off Highway 111 on a section of the campus named Rider
Park, honoring Amos R. Rider, deceased. Mr. Rider served as the first
custodian and maintenance supervisor at the new campus in 1961.
Additionally, a2 modernization of facilities to remove architectural
barriers to the handicapped was completed in 1982.

On September 17, 1982, ceremonies were held to commemorate the
20th anniversary of the beginning of class instruction. From less than
one thousand students a year in the early sixties, the college now
enrolls approximately five thousand students each year.

In 1987, the college celebrated its 25th anniversary at its current
location by recognition ceremonies and programs relating to the
signing of the U.S. Constitution two hundred years ago.

A 2.5 million dollar General Obligation Bond for IVC was approved
by 73% of the voters in November, 1987. The monies developed by
the Bond have allowed the college to do major campus refurbishing
and other general improvements such as: Constructing and opening
the Health Technologies Building in 1988; more than doubling the
number of parking spaces; improving campus lighting; opening an
off-campus center in El Centro for the External Campus program;
providing a women's softball field; rejuvenating classrooms, the
library, the college center, the counseling center, the print shop;
doubling the size of the Meyer Center for Business and Commerce;
and computerizing the energy control system.

With the completion of construction for the Childhood Education
Center scheduled for 1991, the college is preparing to provide higher
educational opportunities for the increasing number of students both
on and off campus.

MISSION AND GOALS

The urban isolation experienced by Imperial Valley College has
created the opportunity for the institution to become a leader in
instituting a wide range of educational programs, services, and
innovations.

In view of this privileged role, the overriding mission of Imperial
Valley College is to serve our community today and in the future. We
are both a leader for new ideas and a servant fuifilling the
population's needs. Our offerings must reflect community interests
and also present new ideas that will be of significance in the years
ahead.

To fulfill this mission, we must know our constituency well. It is a
unique one with highly diverse interests and educational
backgrounds. The area is predominantly agricultural with a large
minotity population, and statistically, it is a low economic sector
with Imperial Valley College providing the best opportunity for
advanced education and training for many of the residents.

As an educational institution, our primary responsibility is to offer
high quality instruction with open access to all adults. Through our
offerings, Imperial Valley College seeks 1o enrich the lives of our
students, be it vocationally, academically, or avocationally. We
must be sensitive to the individual and to his/her needs, with the
belief that educated people build a strong community.
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Our offerings must extend outside of the classroom. Through
counseling, special programs, presentations and services, Imperial
Valley College strives to contribute to the lives of as many citizens of
Imperial County as possible.

The goals for Imperial Valley College are as follows:

1. Provide quality teaching that is responsive and sensitive to
the individuals served through the integrated efforts of all
the staff. The college exists for the benefit of the student and
our programs must be relevant to his/her needs.

PROCESS - Close communication between departments,
personal contact between staff and students, input by
community and staff at all levels of operation, accessi-
bility of services and personnel, diverse programs de-
signed for a diverse population, staff training and sharing
of ideas.

2. Provide a quality vocational and professional education

for students. A major emphasis at Imperial Valley College is
to equip the student with marketable skills and to allow mem-
bers of the work force to upgrade their skills.

PROCESS - Two-year degree programs, certificate pro-
grams with specific focus, continuing education courses,

3. Develop a well-rounded formal academic program.

Imperial Valley College offers an associate degree program
comparable to that offered by colleges throughout the United
States.

PROCESS - Staff commitment to high standards and intel-
lectual development, strong transfer program with lower
division courses, developmental program to prepare stu-
dents for the mainstream of college work with special
atiention to students whose native language is not
English, preparatory classes and learning aids for stu-
dents deficient in educational skills.

4. Provide enrichment and special interest programs.

Education offers a means to expand horizons and grow
intellectually and spiritually. These special offerings may
form part of a program or be ends in themselves.

PROCESS - Short-term programs, continuous courses in the
arts and culture, encouragement of student presentations
and participation, flexibility of schedules and course loads.

5. Provide integrated support services for educational

programs and student activities. Successful education is
more than time in a classroom; it is an integrated experience.

PROCESS - Strong counseling program, laboratories that
supplement class work, a full-service library, creative
and supportive student activities personnel, open cooper-
ation and communication between areas.

Provide services to the community at large. As a leading
educational institution, Imperial Valley College recognizes a
responsibility to go beyond the campus and the course.
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PROCESS - Special cultural and informational presentations
opento ail, entertainment, availability of resources and
facilities, exchange of ideas and information with com-
munity groups, wide publicity of events and services.

7. Maintain high standards through assessment, develop-
ment, evaluation, improvement, and accountability. The
commitment to excellence is an ongoing process. To fulfill its
many responsibilities, our college must be current with its
community and dedicated to improving its services.

PROCESS - Timely needs surveys and community input,
encouragement of substantiated development, meaning-
ful evaluations of all aspects of the college program and
subsequent improvements, accountability in pursuing
our goals efficiently.

8. Prepare students to make contributions, through knowl-
edge, to the quality of life in the Imperial Valley. Education
creates opportunities and makes choices possible. Improve-
ment of self-concept heightens respect for others and fgr the
environment. Ultimately, it builds a solid community, a
sirong nation, a better world.

PROCESS - Diverse offerings that serve the needs of our
diverse community, honesty and respect for all involved,
dedication to instilling high ideals and standards.

ACADEMIC FREEDOM STATEMENT

The common good of society depends upon the search for knowl-
edge and its free exposition. Academic freedom is essential to b(?l.h
these purposes and is the right of reasonable exercise of civil liberties
and responsibilities in an academic setting. As such it protects each
person’s freedom to express opinions both inside and outside the
classroom, to practice one’s profession as teacher and scholar,
librarian, or counselor, to carry out such scholarly and teaching
activities as ome believes will contribute to and disseminate
knowledge, (o express and disseminate the results of scholarly
activities in a reasonable manner, and to select, acquire, disseminate
and use documents in the exercise of one's professional
responsibilities, all without interference and all with due and proper
regard for the academic freedom of others. Academic freedom q:'uoes
not require neutrality, but rather makes commitment possible.
However, academic freedom does not confer legal immunity, nor does
it diminish the obligations of practitioners to meet their duties, their
responsibilities, and their scholarly obligations to base research and
teaching on an honest search for knowledge.

TYPES OF COURSES AND PROGRAMS

In order that Imperial Valley College may achieve its goal of serving
all students who desire to learn, & variety of courses are offered. Some
will equip a student with job entry-level skills and other courses
provide a general education for all students to assist them in living
meaningful and productive lives in a complex society. Still other
types of courses provide the basis for professional training offered
by four-year colleges and universities. Regardless of the interests
of the students, the first two years of college work normally can be
completed at Imperial Valley College. Thus students have an
opportunity to begin their advanced education while still residing at
home. Not only can this opportunity be of great financial assistance,
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but it offers an excellent transition between the high school campus
and the large, often impersonal, four-year college campus. The
intimate, though scholarly, atmosphere of the college; the
opportunity for each student to know instructors personally; and the
chance to participate in the counseling program; all offer 'mval.uable
opportunities to the student that might not be ava.ilable‘ in an
institution where the very size of enrollment makes personal interest
in every student more difficult. Not only can the student receive
excellent personal assistance with work, but the opportunities for
leadership in student affairs are increased.

Through the counseling program, a close scrutiny is given to the
courses in which a student enrolls. The student plans ahead, sets up
goals and systematically includes those courses of study that will be
of the greatest benefit.

Many of the needs of the student who seeks employment at the end
of the sophomore year can be met by a variety of occupational
courses. In addition to offering a breadth of education, they meet
specific needs in the shartest possible time to prepare the student for
a field of employment.

These courses also offer a well-organized general education program
1o meet the needs of the individual who has only two years to devote
1o post-high school education.

The community college program also includes courses of study
which may be taken by adults who can demonstrate their ability to do
college work but who have not had the opportunity to complete high
school. Evidence of success in classes of college level will permit
these adults to continue their educational endeavors.

Coordinated with the general divisions of courses at the college are
five programs designed with specific types of students in mind:
students who can devote only evenings to school; students who
cannot fully participate in regular classes on the main campus;
students who can coordinate their college study with a program of
employment; the outstanding high school 11th and 12th grade
students who can profit by special work at the college level; and
physically limited students.

1. The Evening College

The Evening College, composed of regular college classes
that meet at night, offers an opportunity to work for the Asso-
ciate in Art degree or Associate in Science degree, to com-
plete regular lower-division work in a four-year program,
to make up any high school deficiencies, or simply to take
additional classes of interest that will add to general edu-
cation.

Although evening college programs require more timc‘to com-
plete than the day programs, students find that with ade-
quate planning and the assistance of a counselor, they are able to
attain their higher education goals in a surprisingly short
time.

2. The External Campus
The External Campus program provides Imperial County

residents practical and convenient access to college courses
for credit in all communities at approximately 98 locations.
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